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In 1906, Frank W. Kushel, a Sears manager, was given responsibility for the catalog company's unwieldy, unprofitable 
building materials department. Sales were down, and there was excess inventory languishing in warehouses. He is 
credited with suggesting to Richard Sears that the company assemble kits of all the parts needed and sell entire 
houses through mail order. In the same year, the Aladdin Company of Bay City, Michigan, offered the first kit homes 
through mail order. In 1908, Sears issued its first specialty catalog for houses, Book of Modern Homes and Building 
Plans, featuring 44 house styles ranging in price from US $360–$2,890. The first mail order for a Sears house was 
filled in 1908. As Sears mail-order catalogs were in millions of homes, large numbers of potential homeowners were 
able to open a catalog, see different house designs, visualize their new home and then purchase it directly from 
Sears.

As sales grew, Sears expanded its production, shipping and sales offices to regional sites across the US. To provide 
the materials needed for the Modern Homes division, Sears first purchased a lumber mill in Cairo, Illinois. Later, Sears 
acquired a second mill in Port Newark, New Jersey and the Norwood Sash and Door Company in Norwood, Ohio. 
The ability to mass-produce the materials used in Sears homes reduced manufacturing costs, which allowed Sears to 
pass along the savings in lower prices for customers. (From Wikipedia for Sears Catalog Home) 

Kit homes are historically significant for too many reasons to go into here, but in short, these homes were ordered 
from a mail-order catalog and were shipped in about 12,000 - 30,000 pieces, arriving via boxcar at the local train 
station. The kits came with 75-page instruction books and a promise that “a man of average abilities” could have one 
put together and ready for occupancy in 90 days!
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These plans are schematic and are subject to further refinement for compliance with code
required exiting, life safety improvements and coordination with existing systems.

1 2

3

4

5

Start

6

7

8
9

10
11

12

13

Clay
Pits

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Aladdin_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_City,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Dollar
http://www.searshomes.org/index.php/2010/08/03/sears-homes-and-writing-gigs/
http://www.searsarchives.com/catalogs/index.htm


1. 405 North Prospect - Sears Crescent 
Home

The Crescent was a very popular kit house for Sears, and 
was one of their top ten most popular designs. It was 
offered in two floor plans (Mama-sized and Papa-sized) 
and with an optional extra-high roof (Grandpapa sized). 
Because of this, Crescents can be found in all shapes 
and sizes. Sometimes, the pitch of the porch roof was 
changed to be more proportionate to the primary roof.

2. 430 N. Merrill - Sears Kilbourne Home  (also 
see 118 S. Chester Ave.)
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3. 222 N. Merrill - Gordon-Van Tine

The Gordon-Van Tine Company was established in 1907 
as a subsidiary of U.N. Roberts Company, a millwork 
manufacturer in Davenport, Iowa. With its previous 
experience in selling millwork and building materials by 
catalog, it was a natural progression for the company to 
expand its operation from millwork to the entire 
cornucopia of building supplies. From the very beginning, 
Gordon-Van Tine supplied larger companies, notably 
Sears Roebuck & Co., with the building materials sold in 
its catalog. In such a competitive market, the partnership 
was advantageous for only a few years. By 1912, Sears 
terminated its relationship with Gordon-Van Tine when it 
purchased its own mill in Ohio.

Through aggressive advertising, U.N. Roberts and it 
subsidiary, Gordon-Van Tine, began marketing its own 
building materials to customers. In 1912, the first house 
catalog illustrated forty houses with a list of materials for 
each. This first small booklet showed a number of small 
houses—bungalows—as well as Colonial Revival style 
homes.

The manufactured housing business grew by leaps and 
bounds from 1910 to 1920. To remain competitive in the 
market, Gordon-Van Tine refined its catalogs and shifted 
its considerable experience and resources into pre-cut 
housing in order to compete head-to-head with 
companies like Aladdin. In 1916, it produced its first entry 
into the pre-cut housing market with its Ready Cut 
Homes catalog. By encouraging home buyers to 
personalize their orders with the variety of upgrades 
offered, Gordon-Van Tine carved out its niche as a 
respected manufacturer of pre-cut homes.
From 1922 to 1932, Montgomery Ward relied on Gordon-
Van Tine to produce its Wardway kit homes. A 
comparison between the Gordon-Van Tine and Wardway 
catalogs of the 1920s shows that the majority of houses 
offered were essentially identical, differing only in 
marketing presentation. This relationship ground to a 
sudden halt in late 1932 when Wards closed its housing 
section.

Gordon Van Tine continued in business until after World 
War II when it's owners sold the company. It ceased 
operations in 1947 after the new owner cannibalized the 
company selling its assets off to other companies.
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4. 310 North Elmore - Harris Bros. Homes

Though the history of Harris Brothers is remains murky, a 
quotation from the 1920 catalog distances the operations 
Harris Brothers from the Chicago House Wrecking 
Company:
"In our earlier career we were incorporated under the 
name of the Chicago House Wrecking Company. For 
years we were known to the public, under this name, as 
the Bargain Mart of the world, but as time passed we 
were, by reason of the great savings made on new 
lumber and mill-work materials purchased for customers, 
forced into the new material business and we realized 
that the old name gave the wrong impression. Millions of 
dollars have been spent by us to acquaint the buying 
public with the old name, still the four Harris Brothers, the 
men who built this great institution decided that their best 
interests demanded a change of name that would not 
mislead. Remember we furnish new material only."

Harris Brothers originally began business as the Chicago 
House Wrecking Company in 1893. For many years, and 
through several expositions including the Chicago 
Exposition in 1893 through the St. Louis Exposition in 
1904, the company bid and successfully removed the 
salvage materials from a number of sites ... a highly 
profitable endeavor.

From 1912 to 1922, there was an overlap in operations 
between Chicago House Wrecking Company and Harris 
Brothers Company. In 1910, the Chicago House 
Wrecking Company offered its first book of plans, which 
is noted in the the Catalog of Copyright Entries for 
January-December 1910 in the Library of Congress. In 
1912, Chicago Wrecking/Harris began selling plans and 
offering with them a building list of materials, though at 
that time the houses were not pre-cut. (The competition 
among like-minded lumber dealers was intense and each 
was jumping on the innovations of its competitors.) The 
earliest book of plans offered independently by the Harris 
Brothers Company that we have found was published in 
1914 (Benson Ford Research Center).

5. 407 N. Wisner - Sears Crescent
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6. 235 Wisner - Hillary Clinton

On the southeast corner of Wisner and Elm Street--
officially designated as Rodham Corners by the City of 
Park Ridge - stands the girlhood home of Hillary Rodham 
Clinton at 235 Wisner. A student for three years at Maine 
East High School, she graduated from the newly opened 
Maine South High School in 1965.
Her history teacher, R. Paul Carlson, instilled an interest 
in American history and government, while her youth 
minister at First United Methodist Church introduced her 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This young Goldwater 
campaigner met her husband, William Jefferson Clinton, 
while they were both students at Yale and the rest is 
history as she stepped onto the world stage through a 
series of high-profile jobs first as first lady of Arkansas 
and continuing as first lady of the United States, a U.S. 
Senator from New York State and United States 
Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013. In Park Ridge, 
you'll find her picture among the honored alumni at both 
her former high schools.

7. 124 N. Washington - Sears Crescent

Harrison Ford, a 1960 graduate of Maine East High 
School, lived in this home at 109 N. Washington when he 
was the first student broadcaster on his high school’s 
new radio station, WMTH. Ford went on to Ripon College 
in Wisconsin where he did some acting before dropping 
out. Summer stock inspired him to go to California in 
search of a career in acting. When he couldn’t get 
beyond minor roles, he turned to carpentry to 
supplement his income. Although he had no experience 
as a carpenter, he learned from books and became 
known as the Carpenter to the Stars building a recording 
studio for Sergio Mendes, a deck for Sally Kellerman, 
and working as a stagehand for The Doors. Then a 
carpentry job for director George Lucas led to a 
supporting role in 1973 in American Graffiti, and another 
for Francis Ford Coppala gave him a role in 1974’s The 
Conversation. Later, Lucas hired him to read lines as 
other actors screen-tested for an upcoming space opera. 
Won over by his roguish portrayal—which incidentally his 
high school counselor John Huizinga said was, “Just 
Harry being Harry”—Lucas cast him as Han Solo. When 
Star Wars became the highest-grossing film in history in 
1977, Harrison Ford became a superstar who has played 
adventurer Indiana Jones, detectives, the president, 
military men and many other romantic leads.

8. 109 Washington - Harrison Ford
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9. Grant & Clinton - Clara Barck Welles 
322 Grant Place

Metalsmiths, jewelers, designers and crafts workers 
seated in front of the Kalo Arts Crafts, c. 1910

Founder of the Kalo Arts Crafts Community House in 
Park Ridge, Illinois where the preeminent silver of the 
American Arts and Crafts Movement was hand wrought. 
She was also a founding member and first president of 
the 20th Century Club of Park Ridge from May 1912 until 
1914. 

A silversmith, Clara Wells established a craft shop called 
Kalo, after the Greek work for 'beautiful'. It was located in 
the Fine Arts Building in Chicago for three decades and 
then moved to Michigan Avenue.  

Overseeing and controlling design, she employed 
twenty-five silversmiths, and the "shop became known 
for some of the most beautiful silver pieces ever made in 
America."   In 1939, her silver was included in a Museum 
of Modern Art exhibit in New York.

Clara also was a leader in the women’s suffrage 
movement in Illinois and is credited with helping women 
in this state win the right to vote in Presidential elections 
in 1913 seven years before the 19th Amendment which 
gave women full voting rights was passed in 1920.

She retired from silversmithing in 1940 but continued as 
owner of the shop. At its peak, Kalo employed 25 
silversmiths. After Barck's retirement, the firm continued 
to produce the pieces designed under her leadership 
until 1970, when it closed, due to the difficulty of finding 
young people willing to apprentice as silversmiths. In 
1977, the Chicago His tor ica l Soc iety had a 
comprehensive retrospective of her work and the other 
artisans of Kalo.
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10. 124 N. Clinton (wolf Carving) - Sears Crescent

http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Founder
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Kalo
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Arts
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Crafts
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Community
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/House
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Park
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Ridge
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Illinois
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/where
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/preeminent
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/silver
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/American
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Arts
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Crafts
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Movement
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/hand
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/wrought
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/founding
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/member
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/first
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/president
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/20th
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Century
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Club
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Park
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Ridge
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/May
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/1912
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/until
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/search/searchterm/1914
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11. 312 Cedar Street - Grant Wood / Eicher

The Eicher house was the home of Henri Eicher, a Swiss 
silversmith and foreman of the Kalo Shop. Built in 1835, 
the two-story frame house with a front gable is 
considered one of Park Ridge's oldest houses. It has an 
enclosed porch and two original outbuildings that are still 
on the property -- a small barn that was used as a 
workshop by Eicher and a chicken coop that has since 
been converted to a playhouse.

Kalo employed many artists, one of which was artist 
Grant Wood, who worked for Kalo owner Clara Barck 
Welles while studying at the Art Institute of Chicago. 
Grant rented a cot in the barn while working at the Kalo 
shop and attending school. Later Wood returned to Iowa 
and became famous for his painting, American Gothic 
which is on display at The Art Institute of Chicago.  

Perhaps the most well known association with the Eicher 
House was something that happened after Henri Eicher's 
death, and not in Park Ridge. In 1931, Henri's widow Asta 
become pen pals with a man named Harry Powers of 
Virginia who visited Eicher House and whom she 
promised to marry. In June of 1931, Asta Eicher visited 
the man with her three children and never returned. It 
was soon discovered that the Powers, one of the nation's 
first serial killers, murdered the family, according to 
information provided by the historic preservation 
commission.

611 Cedar Street, built in 1923, is one of five homes which comprises Cedar Court, a Cotswold Cottagestyle development built 
by William H. Malone, Park Ridge’s second mayor. Malone is also associated closely with the construction of the Pickwick 
Theater Building and many other properties in Park Ridge. The harmonious design of the five-home Cedar Court, features a 
large “manor” house in the center, flanked by smaller cottage homes on each side, creating a crescent shape. The cottage 
homes are identical with the home of the opposite side. The lots are all pie-shaped and each home was originally constructed 
with a fish pond. Distinctive decorative tiles were placed in the stucco near the front entry of each home on Cedar Court. 
Alfonso Iannelli and Barry Byrne collaborated on the design of Cedar Court. Byrne, an architect who studied with Frank Lloyd 
Wright and emerged from the Prairie School of Architecture, was known for his notable work on many educational and 
worship facilities throughout the United States. The Cotswold Cottage style, popular in the United States in the 1920s and 
1930s, is represented by an asymmetrical plan, and a white, stucco surface with a brick-surrounded arched doorway.

12. Cedar Street Homes
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13. 201 Grand Boulevard - Malone Home

The single family residence was home to William H. Malone, the second mayor of Park Ridge. Malone served 
as mayor from 1912 to 1914. 

The original frame home at 201 Grand Boulevard was constructed circa 1850. It is noted that "Brickton" brick 
was utilized from the historic local brickyard in Park Ridge for the original foundation. There was a substantial 
1926 two-story addition, which included new exteriors and a redesign of the main entryway. It was constructed 
by noted architects R.H. Zook and William F. McCaughey and was completed in the Classical Revival style of 
architecture. 

14. Elm & Grand - Clay Pits
George Penny and Robert Meacham arrived in the late 1840s, and established the Brickton Brick Co., where 
workers hand-made and baked clay into orange-pink bricks. In 1855, Pennyville officially became Brickton, 
although it didn't incorporate until 1873. In addition to supplying local builders, the company shipped bricks 
by railroad to Chicago. A spur extended from what is now the Chicago Northwestern Railroad line to the 
factory. In its heyday, the firm produced 5 million bricks a year.


